
 
 

 
Newsletter 

of TRAN Committee meeting with remote participation of June 2020 
 

 

1/6 

Editorial by Karima Delli 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

Mobility has a core role in the daily lives of citizens and businesses across 
all over Europe, be it for transport of passengers or of goods. As we are 
recovering from the Covid-19 related crisis, mobility is resuming. And with 
the relaunch of our economy, the pivotal challenge of mastering the 
transition to a decarbonised transport system in a digital age is more than 
ever at the top of our agenda. A modern European transport infrastructure 
and well-targeted financial support are important tools for this transition. This months’ exchanges with the 
Commission on the revision of the TEN-T policy and on the funding perspectives for transport under the fresh 
EU Recovery Plan and next long-term budget for 2021-2027 were thus particularly essential. These debates 
make me confident that TRAN will continue to be an important driver of the transition to a sustainable and 
smart mobility. 
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 TEN-T revision: first orientation and results of the 
stakeholder consultation 
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8 June 

Mobi-Pack: 

Posting of drivers in the road transport sector 

Vote  

o Rapporteur: Kateřina Konečná, (GUE/NGL)  
o Plenary: July 2020  

The recommendation for second reading was adopted 
with 30 in favour, 19 against, 0 abstention. 

Minimum requirements on maximum daily 

and weekly driving times, rest periods and 

tachographs  

Vote  

o Rapporteur: Henna Virkkunen (EPP)  
o Plenary: July 2020 

The recommendation for second reading was adopted 

with 33 in favour, 15 against, 1 abstention. 

Pursuing the occupation of road transport 

operator and access to the international 

road haulage market (cabotage) 

Vote  

o Rapporteur: Ismail Ertug (S&D)  
o Plenary: July 2020 

The recommendation for second reading was adopted 
with 33 in favour, 16 against, 0 abstention. 

Electronic freight transport information 

Vote  

o Rapporteur: Andor Deli (EPP)  
o Plenary: July 2020 

The recommendation for second reading was adopted 
with 46 in favour, 1 against, 1 abstention. 

Shortage of medicines 

Vote  

o Rapporteur: Marco Campomenosi (ID)  
o Vote ENVI: 13/07/2020 
o Plenary: tbc 

The opinion was adopted with 47 in favour, 1 against, 
1 abstention. 

Transport aspects of the EU Recovery Plan 

and revised MFF 

Exchange of views with Henrik Hololei, Director-
General for Mobility and Transport, European 
Commission 

The TRAN Committee discussed with Henrik Hololei, 

Director-General for Mobility and Transport at the 

European Commission, the funding perspectives in the 

field of transport in view of the fresh EU Recovery Plan 

and the revised proposal for the MFF 2021-2027.  Mr 

Hololei stressed the crucial role of the transport sector 

in the European economic recovery. In his view 

sustainability and digitalisation offer many 

opportunities for stimulating a swift recovery and 

making the sector more resilient. Policy initiatives by 

the Commission to complement short and longer-term 

EU financial support include the upcoming Strategy on 

Sustainable and Smart Mobility, the revision of the 

Alternative Fuels Infrastructure directive and TEN-T 

guidelines in 2021, and initiatives on sustainable 

alternative fuels in aviation and waterborne transport, 

a common European mobility data space and 

promoting automated mobility through public-private 

partnerships. Regarding financial support in the next 

MFF, the Commission’s revised proposal for the next 

MFF increased the funds for the general transport 

envelope of the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) by 

EUR 1.5 billion. A reinforced InvestEU programme 

offers additional support for projects in clean 

transport, critical infrastructure and key transport 

technologies. Moreover, large-scale financial support 

for the recovery is foreseen under the newly proposed 

Recovery and Resilience Facility of the Next Generation 

EU Fund, where investments in the transition to a 

greener and more digital transport system may be 

prioritised by Members States in their national plans.  

 
Mr Hololei in the TRAN Committee meeting of 8 June 2020 
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Members in the debate acknowledged the proposed 
additional resources CEF-transport. They warned 
however that the overall funding volume remains too 
low compared to the actual need for transport 
infrastructure investments and deplored the fact that 
the Commission proposed to cut the funding for 
military mobility, energy and digital infrastructure in 
CEF. Members called on the Commission to provide 
clear information on the available support and the 
respective funding timeframes and conditions in the 
different programmes, inquiring also about the future 
role of INEA. Speakers highlighted the importance of 
supporting the transition to sustainable and smart 
mobility, in particular through alternative fuels 
infrastructure and technologies, including for the 
aviation, inland water way and maritime sectors. Many 
Members stressed the need to ensure the connectivity 
of islands and remote regions in the further 
development of the trans-European transport network 
as well as sustainable urban transport, including micro-
mobility. The debate thus highlighted the current 
challenges in the transport sector, for the recovery 
from the current crisis and beyond, to strengthen 
competitiveness and move forward on 
decarbonisation and digitalisation 

23 June 

Just Transition Fund  

Vote  

o Rapporteur: Dominique Riquet (Renew)  
o Vote in REGI: 7 July 2020 
o Plenary: tbc 2020 

The opinion was adopted with 36 in favour, 7 against, 
and 6 abstentions. 

European Year of Rail 2021 

Presentation of the report 

o Rapporteur: Anna Deparnay-Grunenberg (Greens)  
o Deadline amendments: 6 July 2020 
o Vote TRAN: 2 September 2020 
o Plenary: November 2020 tbc 

Ms Deparnay-Grunenberg presented her draft report 
on the legislative proposal on European Year of Rail 
(2021). She welcomed this initiative, which aims at 
promoting rail transport, in line with the objectives of 
sustainable and smart mobility as set out in the 
Communication on the European Green Deal and the 
White Paper “Roadmap to a Single European Transport 
Area". Her report focuses on fair competition between 
modes of transport, the application of the polluter 

pays principle, the necessity of an EU added value and 
a cultural change and the process of enhancing 
digitalisation and ERTMS. The Rapporteur believes that 
the European Year of Rail 2021 will be able give 
visibility and promote rail as an attractive and 
sustainable way to move. Shadow Rapporteurs 
highlighted the need to strengthen rail without 
penalising the other modes of transport, the need to 
focus on rail workers and train drivers, incentivise 
young and elderly to use more frequently rail, better 
access for persons with disabilities and encourage 
urban rail development. Moreover, TRAN members 
debated on the issues of night trains, through ticketing 
and cooperation between local and national 
authorities. 

Streamlining measures for advancing the 

realisation of the trans-European transport 

network 

Reporting back trilogue 

o Rapporteur: Dominique Riquet (Renew) 

The Rapporteur presented to the TRAN Committee the 
results of the negotiations with the Croatian Council 
Presidency on new rules on streamlining measures for 
advancing the realisation of the TEN-T. The negotiators 
have reached a provisional agreement on 8 June 2020. 
The Rapporteur stressed the importance of the new 
rules for Member States as a tool to accelerate the 
realization of key transport infrastructure projects on 
the TEN-T and thus the completion of the core network 
towards the 2030 deadline.  Parliament succeeded in 
the negotiations to strengthen the draft legislation 
significantly, in particular broadening the scope to 
more projects on the TEN-T core network, ensuring a 
one-stop shop approach vis-à-vis project promoters for 
the permitting projects and providing also tools to 
enhance coordination for cross-border projects. 

Establishing the framework for achieving 

climate neutrality and amending Regulation 

(EU) 2018/1999 (European Climate Law)  

Presentation of the amendments 

o Rapporteur: Tilly Metz (Greens) 
o Vote in TRAN: 13-14 July 2020 
o Vote in ENVI: 10 September 2020 
o PL: tbc 

The Rapporteur presented her draft opinion and the 
many amendments that were tabled to the proposed 
European Climate Law. She indicated the importance 
of this proposal, at the heart of the Green Deal, 
establishing a framework and setting a pathway for 
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achieving EU climate neutrality by 2050 and with that 
giving certainty to consumers and investors. Many 
Members intervened in the ensuing debate, that 
showed the wide range of opinions on this matter in 
the Committee, including regarding the necessary 
ambition for the transport sector to decarbonise, the 
need for targets to be realistic and for long term 
investments to be taken into account, the required 
level of flexibility for individual Member States and the 
desirability to have sector-specific targets and 
measures. 

TEN-T revision: first orientation and results of 

the stakeholder consultation 

Exchange of views with Adina Vălean, 
Commissioner for Transport  

The TRAN Committee discussed with the 
Commissioner for Transport the orientations for the 
ongoing review of the trans-European transport 
network policy and the TEN-T guidelines regulation. 
The Commissioner stressed the central role of the TEN-
T for achieving an efficient and decarbonised transport 
system, in the context of the Green Deal.  

 

 
Ms Vălean in the TRAN Committee meeting  

She reported that most stakeholders consulted 
strongly supported the TEN-T policy, citing high added 
value, improved infrastructure throughout the EU, 
keeping up with technological progress and integration 
of innovative with more traditional infrastructure as 
regards sustainable transport. The Commissioner 
furthermore underlined the need to strengthen 
instruments and Member States’ commitment in order 
to complete the core network as foreseen by 2030 
deadline. Updates of the network should address 
missing cross-border connections and enhance 

connectivity for peripheral regions. Improvements to 
infrastructure quality should aim to integrate 
alternative fuels infrastructure, enable automation 
and smoothly interconnect all modes of transport, 
namely in urban nodes. 

 

Members in the debate stressed the role of the TEN-T, 

in all modes of transport, for strengthening cohesion 

and ensuring the connectivity to islands and more 

remote regions. Many Members underlined that a 

future-proof TEN-T needs to be adapted to the 

objectives of decarbonising the transport system and 

enabling digital innovations in transport. Speakers 

asked for concrete plans for providing fuelling 

infrastructure and charging points for alternative fuels, 

including hydrogen, in the different transport modes, 

in particular for road, aviation, inland waterway and 

maritime transport. Furthermore, Members stressed 

need for boosting digital solutions in transport, 

promoting competiveness, for progress on multimodal 

freight transport, and increasing road safety and 

fostering active modes such as cycling in the TEN-T 

policy. Several Members pointed out the strategic 

importance of the TEN-T, inquiring also on the 

integration of the Western Balkan countries. Speakers 

overall acknowledged the progress achieved in the 

TEN-T, but also called for improved implementation in 

the light of the recent report by the European Court of 

Auditors on large-scale EU transport infrastructure 

projects. Members reiterated their concern about 

adequate funding for transport investments in the next 

MFF, notably through a strong Connecting Europe 

Facility but also using the new, more funds proposed in 

the EU Recovery Plan.  

The Commission is to present the results of the TEN-T 

evaluation and launch an impact assessment still this 

year. A possible legislative proposal would then follow 

by mid-2021. According to the Commissioner, the TEN-

T revision will be embedded in the upcoming 

Sustainable Transport Strategy, expected still in 2020, 

and will be complemented by proposals for a revised 

Alternative Fuel Infrastructure directive and Rail 

Freight Corridors regulation.  
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Next TRAN Committee meeting: planned draft agenda - To be confirmed 

Monday 13/07/2020 13.45-15.45 

 Votes 1st round - Amendments 
 

o European Climate Law 
o Financing Green Deal opinion 

o 4 opinions to JURI INIs on Artifical Intelligence 
 

 Feedback from trilogue on rail passenger rights 

 Visit of German Transport Minister 

 
Tuesday 14/07/2020 9.00-11.00 

 

 Votes 2nd round -  final votes 
 

o European Climate Law 
o Financing Green Deal opinion 

o Smart TEN-T agreement  

o 4 opinions to JURI INIs on Artifical Intelligence 
 

 TTF Exchange of views with newly appointed Director General of DG GROW, Ms Kerstin Jorna  

 Exchange of views on the Budget 2021 procedure with TRAN rapporteur for Budget, Mr Marinescu 
(EPP) 
 

Meeting room: JOZSEF ANTALL - room JAN 2Q2 (with remote multilingual participation) 

TRAN Committee meetings 2020 - To be confirmed 

Wednesday 02/09/2020 9.00-12.30 
Wednesday 02/09/2020 14.30-18.30 
Thursday 03/09/2020 9.00-12.30 
Thursday 03/09/2020 15.00-18.30  
 
Wednesday 28/10/2020 9.00-12.30 
Wednesday 28/10/2020 14.30-18.30 
Thursday 29/10/2020 9.00-12.30 
 

 
Tuesday 10/11/2020 9.00-12.30 
Tuesday 10/11/2020 14.30-18.30 
 
Monday 30/11/2020 15.00-18.30 
Tuesday 01/12/2020 9.00-12.30 
Tuesday 01/12/2020 14.30-18.30 

Useful links 

TRAN website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights 
Policy Department Publication in the European Parliament: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-
analyses.html 

European Aviation Safety Agency newsletters: http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php 

European Railway Agency newsletters: http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter 

European Maritime Safety Agency newsletters: http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html 

SESAR Joint Undertaking news: https://www.sesarju.eu/news 

Innovation& Networks Executive Agency: http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en 

DG MOVE: https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en 

Croatian Presidency of the Council: https://eu2020.hr/ 

 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home/highlights
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/supporting-analyses.html
http://easa.europa.eu/communications/general-publications.php
http://www.era.europa.eu/Communication/Newsletter
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/news-a-press-centre/newsletters.html
https://www.sesarju.eu/news
http://ec.europa.eu/inea/en
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/home_en
https://eu2020.hr/
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Follow us on Twitter: @EP_Transport 
For more information and to subscribe, please contact the TRAN Secretariat: tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 
The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the TRAN Committee the European Parliament and are provided for general 

information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent 

the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other 

organisations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s) expressed on these websites. © 

https://twitter.com/EP_Transport
mailto:tran-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
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